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Upstate Senator Loses Support After Voting for Gay Marriage

By JOHN ELIGON

February 24, 2012, 2:05 pm

In the first political rebuke of one of the four Republican state senators who voted for same-sex marriage, the Erie County Conservative Party has endorsed a Democrat who is challenging Mark J. Grisanti’s re-election bid.

The county party’s chairman, Ralph C. Lorigo, said Senator Grisanti had lost its trust after twice telling party executives, in 2008 and 2010, that he was not in favor of same-sex marriage, and then voting last year to legalize it.

“A lot of people felt betrayed by that commitment that he broke,” Mr. Lorigo said in an interview on Friday.

The party instead endorsed Charles M. Swanick, a former member of the Erie County Legislature who once changed his affiliation to Republican before returning to the Democrats. Mr. Lorigo said Mr. Swanick had told the county’s Conservatives that he was against same-sex marriage and abortion and in favor of fiscally conservative policies.

“Swanick is not a fall-in-line Democrat,” Mr. Lorigo said. “Swanick will vote his conscience. He’s made a commitment to us that on our issues, on our values, he will vote his conscience.”

It remains to be seen what impact this will have on the re-election chances of Mr. Grisanti, a freshman senator who won a close election two years ago.

A top adviser to the Grisanti campaign said he expected the senator to get the support of the county’s Independence Party, which could make up for the Conservative votes he would lose. Not having the Conservative backing may also help his crossover appeal with Democrats, said the adviser, who spoke on the condition of anonymity so he could discuss the topic candidly.

Mr. Grisanti’s seat is important in the battle for the Senate, where Republicans hold a three-seat majority. Groups opposed to same-sex marriage across the country have vowed to work to prevent the four Republicans who voted for it from winning re-election. Gay rights groups have promised to aid the lawmakers.

The chairman of the Erie County Republican Party, Nicholas A. Langworthy, did not return several telephone calls seeking comment, but Mr. Grisanti still has the support of the state’s highest ranking Republican, the Senate majority leader, Dean G. Skelos.

“We are confident that Senator Grisanti will be re-elected to the Senate this fall,” said Mr. Skelos’s spokesman, Scott Reif.

Mr. Grisanti’s current district includes portions of both Erie and Niagara Counties, and on Friday, the Niagara County Conservative Party’s chairman, Dan Weiss, offered Mr. Grisanti his support.

Despite the concerns some people have about Mr. Grisanti’s vote on same-sex marriage, “we need to look at the totality of his record,” Mr. Weiss said in a statement published by The Times Union of Albany.

“Chuck Swanick is a political opportunist and a fiscal nightmare who ran Erie County into the ground,” he continued.

But the state’s political districts must be redrawn this year to reflect population changes identified in the 2010 census, and a proposal under consideration by the Legislature would put Mr. Grisanti in an all-Erie County district.

NY Times – City Room Blog       Page 2 of 2

[image: image1.png]